Throughout the years, there was a deep commitment on the part of many students to find a way to honor the legacy of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. beginning with the initial protests in 1968. By 1987, students were calling for the university to be closed in solidarity with the movement being led on a national level by civil rights leaders like his widow Coretta Scott King and Congressman John Conyers.
These protests continued and eventually, the University began celebrating MLK Day to coincide with the national holiday that had been signed by Ronald Reagan in 1983 to begin being celebrated in 1986. However, MLK Day continues to serve as a day of protest as in 1994 and 2014.

