Founding of Minority Lounges
In 1972, the Ambatana Lounge became the first residence hall lounge designed as a space reflecting black culture and history. Jon Lockard, Detroit artist and a founding faculty members of the Center for Afroamerican and African Studies (CAAS), painted the mural in the lounge. Members of BAM called for the lounge because they lacked safe and culturally responsive spaces on campus to meet. The name Ambatana (a Swahili word meaning “stick together”) was also the name of a South Quad African American student organization.

