“Being Black at Michigan”, November 20, 2013
In 2013 members of the University of Michigan’s Black Student Union reacted to a series of racist events. They were  specifically prompted by a Theta Xi fraternity, whose invitation described a party as “World Star Hip Hop presents: Hood Ratchet Thursday.” Outrage over the event’s racist theme and complaints led to the cancellation of the party. It also fueled students  to bring attention to the decreasing numbers of black student enrolled at the University ( blacks comprising  only 4.1% of the freshman class at the time) as well as raise awareness of the treatment of those students.
On Tuesday, November 19, 2013, the Black Student Union launched the Twitter hashtag #BBUM (Being Black at the University of Michigan).
The BSU asked students to share their “unique experiences of being black at Michigan.” People were encouraged to post both positive and negative experiences.
Initially, there were 1,000 responses, but over the course of a few days, the hashtag went viral and received national attention.
“I don’t think this is a problem specific to the university, I think it’s an experience that black students at predominantly white universities across the nation are facing,” Tyrell Collier said to the Michigan Daily in an article about the campaign.
Conversations like this are not isolated to the University of Michigan. A video from students at UCLA recently went viral and sparked national interest and conversation about diversity on college campuses after shining light on the fact that the school has more championships than black male freshmen (Michigan Daily).
On January 20, 2014, leaders of the Black Student Union at the University of Michigan held a rally during which they delivered the 7 demands that they had for the University. The problems fought for remain unsolved 44 years after the initial protest began. Included in the Black Student Union demands were a new Trotter Multicultural Center in a more accessible location on Central Campus, better representation on campus for blacks, and more affordable housing options.
The protest lasted barely ten minutes, but the ultimatum was clear: seven demands, seven days. Coinciding with Martin Luther King, Jr. Day on Monday, students from the Black Student Union protested the University’s response to racial issues on campus. As the first wave of students and staff filed out from social activist Henry Belafonte’s keynote address at Hill Auditorium, a line of about 15 students from BSU were waiting on the steps, signs in hand.
Engineering junior Robert Greenfield, BSU treasurer, stepped onto a lamppost platform and addressed a crowd of about 30 people. “What brings me here today is not that social action is done. What brings me here today is the unfinished business of the first three fights of the Black action movement,” Greenfield said.
LSA senior Erick Gavin, a member of the BSU, took Greenfield’s place on the lamppost and laid out a concrete list of demands, some of which were addressed by the University. Business senior Shayla Scales, who spoke last, demanded a response from the University’s administration.“ We have heard the University use the phrase ‘We are listening’ since 1970, and I am tired of waiting for a response. We are tired of waiting for a response,” Scales said. “We allow the University seven days to end negotiations and to come to conclusions on our seven demands.”

