Deborah Robinson interview transcript

00:00:11.000 --> 00:00:25.000
Alright, thank you so much Deborah we really really really really really really appreciate you spending the time with us this afternoon. Words wouldn't be enough to express our gratitude and you know, out of your busy schedule you've taken out this time.

00:00:25.000 --> 00:00:42.000
the way of introduction My name is Dolapo Raji I'm a second year masters of health informatics student, but I work as a research assistant at that so that's my own sort of collaboration, and we came from Nigeria, and just by the way, I mean I

00:00:42.000 --> 00:00:58.000
love Africa. And I love my experience so far to him, and we get to also you know share in some of your great experiences and then you know we're in the middle of telling the story of DAAS over 50 years and wanting to keep that history is something that is central

00:00:58.000 --> 00:01:14.000
to that community as a whole and then why we are even doing this project in the very first place. So just by way of starting this interview this afternoon, we just want to know a little bit about you some background information, just how it started and where it all

00:01:14.000 --> 00:01:24.000
started from. So, where are you from initially, and then what did you study at U of M and when did you come to U of M to study?

00:01:24.000 --> 00:01:27.000
This is great. I was, I was actually born in New York but left, you know, two or three, and I grew up in Los Angeles.

00:01:34.000 --> 00:01:46.000
So I went from Los Angeles to Massachusetts to Williams College for undergrad, and then straight after, directly, I came to Michigan for graduate school.

00:01:46.000 --> 00:01:51.000
So I'm supposed to tell what year I came there?

00:01:51.000 --> 00:01:52.000
No problem.

00:01:52.000 --> 00:01:59.000
It was 1978, studied social psychology.

00:01:59.000 --> 00:02:09.000
The Psychology program I think still, is the department is huge, and even social was a huge sub area.

00:02:09.000 --> 00:02:27.000
So while I was here I took the extended approach, because I worked at the Institute for Social Research Program for research on Black Americans and work done the National Survey of Black Americans, National Black elections study, and that whole

00:02:27.000 --> 00:02:35.000
process, under leadership of James Jackson and others, became program for research on Black Americans.

00:02:35.000 --> 00:02:50.000
And I guess I don't know how I first kind of got into it was CAAS, you know, when I was there, but I knew a lot of the faculty at CAAS.

00:02:50.000 --> 00:02:58.000
And so started in ’83, I guess, working with the [name] as a research assistant.

00:02:58.000 --> 00:03:04.000
On the conference, the immigration conference.

00:03:04.000 --> 00:03:09.000
And so what's interesting, kind of, full circle.

00:03:09.000 --> 00:03:18.000
I'm back at Michigan back at the program for research of Black Americans with the project.

00:03:18.000 --> 00:03:28.000
Hashtag week Global African Americans living abroad. So really interested in African Americans who are currently living abroad. So I'm doing that project.

00:03:28.000 --> 00:03:37.000
That sounds interesting, you know that's that's some good work. So just to clarify for them, were you part of the PhD program there.

00:03:37.000 --> 00:03:40.000
Yes, I started the program.

00:03:40.000 --> 00:03:53.000
Along the way I got the Masters just because you know, but it was the, I was accepted into the PhD. Okay Okay, perfect.

00:03:53.000 --> 00:04:07.000
Yeah, we actually touched base on this a little bit but before I just probably asked for further clarification. so I remember, I think. Half past started in 1970, right? Oh, ’58.

00:04:07.000 --> 00:04:09.000
Yes.

00:04:09.000 --> 00:04:13.000
Yeah, so

00:04:13.000 --> 00:04:31.000
I think my question would be, what was your experience like doing those of you know, a Black program or how you know we begin to define identity? What was it like a Black student at U of M when you came up with your own personal experience,

00:04:31.000 --> 00:04:33.000
I think.

00:04:33.000 --> 00:04:54.000
I don't know if my experience was unique or different. I think coming into the social psychology program. And I think there's some statistic that the Michigan program produced the most social psychologists, any place in the country, there was, there was

00:04:54.000 --> 00:05:09.000
a definitely a critical mass of African American students in the social psychology program, being hooked very quickly into the National Survey of Black Americans with James Jackson, Belinda Tucker, Philip Bowman, Jerry Gehrig.

00:05:09.000 --> 00:05:14.000
There was this interdisciplinary team.

00:05:14.000 --> 00:05:32.000
And so it definitely became a family. I mean we work together, we party together, we studied together. And it reminded me, that feeling reminded me so much of what I heard some of the students that may be the level maybe you said it.

00:05:32.000 --> 00:05:46.000
The 50th anniversary, that DAAS definitely feels like a family. Thank you. And so that's the feeling that I had, and felt very supported in that way.

00:05:46.000 --> 00:05:51.000
Since I know I felt very comfortable at CAAS.

00:05:51.000 --> 00:06:07.000
And just, you know, hung out because I knew Nesha, I knew Walter Allen, Tom Holt, [name], you know, I think [name] was the head at one point.

00:06:07.000 --> 00:06:11.000
Mr. Johnson, at some point, yeah.

00:06:11.000 --> 00:06:19.000
And then I remember because I found a picture. Even my kind of going away party when I finally did leave ANN Arbor.

00:06:19.000 --> 00:06:23.000
That was held at CAAS.

00:06:23.000 --> 00:06:34.000
And I found pictures of me giving a going away party to Nesha, I think it was in ’83 when she first left, at my house.

00:06:34.000 --> 00:06:36.000
Oh, so.

00:06:36.000 --> 00:06:38.000
Yeah, it was,

00:06:38.000 --> 00:06:42.000
It was good, it was a long time ago. Yeah.

00:06:42.000 --> 00:06:47.000
Thanks for sharing that these are the stories that we want to [inaudible].

00:06:47.000 --> 00:06:57.000
Just to backtrack a little bit, I want you to tell us more about, you know, your collaboration. You had mentioned and how you got some later stops with Nesha, can you tell us a little.

00:06:57.000 --> 00:07:06.000
Is that the only engagement you had with CAAS at that time, or do you have some other things we've been doing with CAAS or some other engagements or collaborations basically.

00:07:06.000 --> 00:07:21.000
So I think the first collaboration was the work on the immigration study, that was an ’83, and I was a research assistant to Dr. [name] Carson.

00:07:21.000 --> 00:07:39.000
So that was an ’83 and then I was trying to find some, some paperwork on this I forgot when the University of Michigan developed this partnership with the National University of Benin.

00:07:39.000 --> 00:07:44.000
It was around ’82. Hmm, maybe ’83.

00:07:44.000 --> 00:07:47.000
So,

00:07:47.000 --> 00:08:06.000
yeah, it was either ’83 or ’84, early ’84 that three faculty came from National University of Benin to Michigan. One was a psychologist and I work with him, Professor Yeye, and we developed this huge project to do at the National University of Benin.

00:08:06.000 --> 00:08:15.000
So I went, as kind of under that umbrella that partnership umbrella in 1985.

00:08:17.000 --> 00:08:27.000
Then, I'm trying to, I had a cheat sheet over here... In ’88.

00:08:27.000 --> 00:08:38.000
You know, I did this orientation. So there was a, I guess around the summer in 1988 there was a West African study abroad.

00:08:38.000 --> 00:08:54.000
And so do I remember doing this. No, but I, you know, I kind of remember I did the pre and post, pre tour and post tour evaluation.

00:08:54.000 --> 00:09:04.000
But there was this whole orientation that included Dr. Alan Roberts, Shirley Clarkson, me,

00:09:04.000 --> 00:09:08.000
Dr. Joanne Hall.

00:09:08.000 --> 00:09:20.000
Dr. Nisha Hanif, you know the number of people for this, and the students went to a number of countries, do you guys have information on that?

00:09:20.000 --> 00:09:26.000
That's part of what we're trying to track down, I think some of those might be in the archive.

00:09:26.000 --> 00:09:34.000
But part of what we're trying to do is reconstruct the history of study abroad. Yeah, So, I believe, because I put in this.

00:09:34.000 --> 00:09:40.000
So I could send. I have two copies of this orientation packet. Oh, that would be great.

00:09:40.000 --> 00:10:06.000
but they had Benin, Gambia, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Nigeria, Senegal, that was a crazy, and Togo, so I'm assuming they hit all of those countries, because otherwise why would we put this in here, but I don't have the itinerary of, you know, when they

00:10:06.000 --> 00:10:11.000
did what, but I, I believe it was in ’88.

00:10:11.000 --> 00:10:13.000
So I was.

00:10:13.000 --> 00:10:27.000
And then, ’89 was the — I had already left Ann Arbor but since Dr. Nisha Hannah was doing the study abroad and it seemed great, and a lot of folks I knew were going.

00:10:27.000 --> 00:10:39.000
I did this study abroad in Barbados. And actually, my father was excited about it so he joined also in Barbados. Uh huh.

00:10:39.000 --> 00:10:43.000
That's a lovely.

00:10:43.000 --> 00:10:57.000
Yes, I saw those pictures that you sent of you and your father, standing together in Barbados. Yeah. And what’s, again, crazy, in those, some of the pictures I said, I am speaking

00:10:57.000 --> 00:11:08.000
During that study abroad. I'm on a panel. Yes, I saw that I cannot tell you what I was talking about.

00:11:08.000 --> 00:11:12.000
And I don't have the agenda.

00:11:12.000 --> 00:11:19.000
So, you know, I would love to really see what you guys have because it will help me recreate that.

00:11:19.000 --> 00:11:24.000
Sure, sure. And so just to, sorry, go ahead.

00:11:24.000 --> 00:11:36.000
This article, so the Benin project that we could talk about more in detail but it ended up being, we were doing a survey of students at the National University of Benin.

00:11:36.000 --> 00:11:52.000
Walter Allen did a survey of students in Zimbabwe, and we did a survey of students, African American students at Michigan. So we did this whole study, and I have this huge final report.

00:11:52.000 --> 00:11:55.000
But, in ’92.

00:11:55.000 --> 00:11:59.000
I couldn't find it but in a CAAS publication.

00:12:01.000 --> 00:12:17.000
Walter and I wrote this thing, ethnicity, the problem of the 21st century, a preliminary examination of the significance of race, national identity, and ethnicity in a global African diaspora, and it's in the voices of the African diaspora, and it's that's

00:12:17.000 --> 00:12:24.000
a publication of CAAS, and this was in ’92.

00:12:24.000 --> 00:12:38.000
That’s so interesting. I know it's so interesting thanks for sharing those I think you probably might have alleviated some of this before I hand it over to my colleague, I just wanted you to share some of the most interest — What did you like about this study abroad program,

00:12:38.000 --> 00:12:47.000
What did you like about your experiences in class generally, Is there any unforgettable and memorable experience that you would like to share with us?

00:12:47.000 --> 00:12:51.000
You know what that's the hard way you're talking.

00:12:51.000 --> 00:13:09.000
It was 40 years ago so just because there is one that I will share, but it's not like the, the most Earth shaking, but I guess it did have a major impact on me so I can, I can still remember it, but I will say that clearly I just did have a good feeling.

00:13:09.000 --> 00:13:13.000
being in CAAS and like a welcoming feeling.

00:13:13.000 --> 00:13:26.000
Even we said we'll talk about it at another time but the campaign that I did during the anti apartheid movement on political prisoners serving a life sentence.

00:13:26.000 --> 00:13:37.000
CAAS even wrote about that you know in some of the publications so that was really about part of CAAS as well, in a sense because I was doing it.

00:13:37.000 --> 00:13:43.000
So the experience that I remember, really need to write about this.

00:13:43.000 --> 00:13:54.000
Oh gosh, Stephen Nandan is his name. He was a speaker from

00:13:54.000 --> 00:13:55.000
London.

00:13:55.000 --> 00:14:01.000
The director of this institute of race relations, maybe in London.

00:14:01.000 --> 00:14:04.000
And he's from Sri Lanka.

00:14:04.000 --> 00:14:07.000
A very brown darker skin.

00:14:10.000 --> 00:14:20.000
And so during the presentation you know he said well, but, you know, he’s not, like the kind of Black person I'm used to.

00:14:20.000 --> 00:14:32.000
Oh, I'm during the presentation, you know he was saying well being, being Black and other than being Black and you know, so I'm looking at some of the other people.

00:14:32.000 --> 00:14:41.000
And so we, you know, asked about that, because this was just not something we understood.

00:14:41.000 --> 00:14:49.000
And he said, well no, being Black in the, in a political sense of being definitely in London,

00:14:49.000 --> 00:14:59.000
He was oppressed as a darker skinned person as a Black person. And so we had a whole discussion about that.

00:14:59.000 --> 00:15:07.000
Well, I was fascinated. Like, Sri Lanka, you know this Black person, I want to go.

00:15:07.000 --> 00:15:11.000
Go see that, you know, experience that.

00:15:11.000 --> 00:15:17.000
And, and I, so I went, I did it as a part of.

00:15:17.000 --> 00:15:37.000
After the experience in Benin and the study that we did it was clear to get funding to really do what we had planned as a part of the Michigan Benin collaboration, we really needed to focus on development issues, and I had no background in development.

00:15:37.000 --> 00:15:40.000
So,

00:15:40.000 --> 00:15:42.000
I decided to.

00:15:42.000 --> 00:15:54.000
I need to attend the Society for International Development, and it was that year, I think it was ’88, was held in India.

00:15:54.000 --> 00:16:13.000
Let me just hop over to Sri Lanka from there and so anyway, so Stephen now let's talk. Also I was very impressed because he was showing, they created these great publications, about how racism came to Britain. And it’s in a cartoon form, but very very powerful.

00:16:13.000 --> 00:16:20.000
As I think I even got involved with selling those for him in the US.

00:16:20.000 --> 00:16:36.000
But yeah, so his talk was very enlightening and very, you know, expanded my consciousness of okay what is, what is Black, what has being Black

00:16:36.000 --> 00:16:39.000
Hand it over to Tara now.

00:16:39.000 --> 00:16:40.000
Thank you.

00:16:40.000 --> 00:16:52.000
Thanks. that's so interesting. Thank you. So I’m Tara, I’m a PhD student in History here at U-M, I’m in my sixth year, so getting toward the end. 

00:16:52.000 --> 00:17:03.000
I'm from South Africa and I'm also working on a history of land struggles in South Africa and South Africa's land restitution program.

00:17:03.000 --> 00:17:14.000
So actually going off Delapo, I'm going to vary up our question outline a bit because I want to go off something that Deborah was just talking about now.

00:17:14.000 --> 00:17:32.000
So one of the things that we're interested in, in finding out is if you could speak a bit more broadly about going off for instance, what you mentioned of the Sri Lankan man's talk and kind of consciousness around as you put it to what it

00:17:32.000 --> 00:17:33.000
is to be Black and so on.

00:17:33.000 --> 00:17:45.000
So, I'm interested in what were the sort of intellectual political interests that propelled you towards these connections between Africa and African diaspora.

00:17:45.000 --> 00:17:51.000
I know that's a big question.

00:17:51.000 --> 00:18:07.000
I think I always had an international interest. I remember was it high school or during college, maybe during college one summer.

00:18:07.000 --> 00:18:11.000
We had an international student, you know, stay with our family.

00:18:11.000 --> 00:18:15.000
It was just a short, short time, it wasn't a semester.

00:18:15.000 --> 00:18:21.000
When I was an undergrad, I was

00:18:21.000 --> 00:18:24.000
disturbed, I guess.

00:18:24.000 --> 00:18:39.000
By the problems in the relationships between African Americans and African students. And I was like, what, why can't we have a better communication here, there was just so much misunderstanding.

00:18:39.000 --> 00:18:48.000
And, you know, during that time also the whole anti apartheid thing was happening.

00:18:48.000 --> 00:18:52.000
And we can talk about that, feel free to to get that in as well.

00:18:52.000 --> 00:18:55.000
The whole thing.

00:18:55.000 --> 00:19:15.000
But I'm so sorry. So the question was, how did I get into bees yeah into how did you get interested in these connections and what drew you to this work that you've been doing both like during your time in CAAS and DAAS but it seems like it's been an interest throughout your life. 

00:19:15.000 --> 00:19:17.000
Yeah.

00:19:17.000 --> 00:19:24.000
And I think there were different periods of international interest.

00:19:24.000 --> 00:19:30.000
So, with the whole relationship of Africans and African Americans.

00:19:30.000 --> 00:19:37.000
I was just really interested in Africa and learning more about Africa, and I must

00:19:37.000 --> 00:19:55.000
thank my father, who had long time interest in Africa. So, when I was going to Benin, I also then tagged on, it was ’85, a trip to Kenya for the NGO, the women's conference in Kenya.

00:19:55.000 --> 00:19:59.000
So I went from Benin to Kenya and then I went to Ivory Coast.

00:19:59.000 --> 00:20:05.000
And my father said, “Oh, I think I’ll come join you.”

00:20:05.000 --> 00:20:25.000
This was ’85 before the ’89 joining to come to me. But, you know, it was a whole other show I said, “Daddy, I'm going to Benin to do this work, you know, let me do some of it,” you know, so he came a little, a little later.

00:20:25.000 --> 00:20:34.000
So, the interest in Africa and then became the interest in the African diaspora.You know where people went and

00:20:34.000 --> 00:20:38.000
For instance, in 1990.

00:20:38.000 --> 00:20:52.000
I left for a six week trip to South West Pacific, that ended up being six months, but just really interested in.

00:20:52.000 --> 00:20:57.000
In Melanesia, and you know Black people in Melanesia.

00:20:57.000 --> 00:21:09.000
There's a whole story, I was on the beach and I was looking at a book and a friend had about the South Pacific and looking at the Melanesia versus the Polynesian part and Vanuatu, they had picture.

00:21:09.000 --> 00:21:13.000
Father Walter Lindy was the first president.

00:21:13.000 --> 00:21:27.000
And those Black people look like the Black people — You know, so I'm from Los Angeles Central Avenue is a very famous place, I don't know in Detroit, what street is like the street for Black people.

00:21:27.000 --> 00:21:47.000
But the folks Vanuatu want to look like me and you know are different from the Highland Papua New Guinea Highlanders and so I gotta go to Vanuatu so you know so I had this interest I have done many self directed study abroad programs.

00:21:47.000 --> 00:21:56.000
And so, you know, then it was like the African diaspora and now it's the African American diaspora.

00:21:56.000 --> 00:21:58.000
Where did,

00:21:58.000 --> 00:22:17.000
and I would say at Michigan State, Dr. Ruth Sims Hamilton, who directed the African diaspora research project and it was just a fabulous initiatives, I actually spoke there about identity in.

00:22:17.000 --> 00:22:23.000
In Melanesia, you know, after I did that trip. So,

00:22:23.000 --> 00:22:40.000
I don't know because sometimes I wonder how is it I got this bug, but maybe some of the friends I grew up with, you know, because I've traveled to like 75 countries, and I still have a lot more to go.

00:22:40.000 --> 00:22:51.000
So, yeah, what, what, and sometimes it's personal relationships.

00:22:51.000 --> 00:23:08.000
I don't know if I'm gonna tell the whole story on the tape, but it was a party in Detroit, the first in ’82. It was the first time I met anyone from South Africa, these, these two brothers from South Africa and this whole, whole thing but

00:23:08.000 --> 00:23:13.000
a crush was involved in this story.

00:23:13.000 --> 00:23:25.000
But anyway, as I drove back, they had made such an impression on me, as I drove from Detroit back to Ann Arbor and in like June 1982.

00:23:25.000 --> 00:23:35.000
I started thinking what had I done in terms of the anti apartheid movement and so I was involved with the divestment and one more money on.

00:23:35.000 --> 00:23:54.000
And when I was in junior high, I wore a bracelet, brass bracelet of a POW MIA person from Vietnam War, and we wore it until the person was found or whatever.

00:23:54.000 --> 00:24:04.000
So, it was that drive back it was after that party after the crush that influenced me or,

00:24:04.000 --> 00:24:18.000
Yeah, to create the South African prisoner brace program. Perfect, makes sense. And I think the personal, the personal is political and vice versa. That way, so yeah that makes sense.

00:24:18.000 --> 00:24:28.000
So I'm interested sort of linked to that and to the, you know, thinking about the connections between Africans and African Americans as well.

00:24:28.000 --> 00:24:41.000
What was it like working with [name] because I know sort of her approach, she was interested as well in bringing African Studies, together with African American Studies, what was it like working with her?

00:24:41.000 --> 00:24:46.000
You know, I enjoyed working with her. I learned a lot.

00:24:46.000 --> 00:24:49.000
You know I can't give any specifics.

00:24:49.000 --> 00:24:53.000
We work closely together for that to get that done.

00:24:53.000 --> 00:25:04.000
But I'm sorry I can't, you know, it was a really continued after you know after that program after she went to Lincoln.

00:25:04.000 --> 00:25:13.000
So it was something and I got to know her son Michael, you know who's in South Africa now.

00:25:13.000 --> 00:25:29.000
And maybe you could tell us a little bit, Delappo, you can also jump in here, a bit more about that Benin collaboration the University of Benin collaboration, and what that involves both sort of in terms of activities but also in terms of the relationships

00:25:29.000 --> 00:25:38.000
that developed between, between students and faculty on both UM and Benin.

00:25:38.000 --> 00:25:51.000
Again, I can't tell you the comprehensive I’ve, you know I could send you the objectives of that partnership of, you know, the goals.

00:25:51.000 --> 00:26:04.000
So, goals of what we were proposing. So I don't know, should I read that or.

00:26:04.000 --> 00:26:22.000
Doesn't have to be, you know, specific or very specific. Well, just in, in general, the collaboration between the two universities, you know to do faculty exchanges and development on our side and do interdisciplinary research.

00:26:22.000 --> 00:26:29.000
So when the three faculty came to Michigan.

00:26:29.000 --> 00:26:51.000
I kind of hung out and worked with all of them but Professor [name] was the in psychology. So it was talking with him that we developed this idea of to do a preliminary study and get the students involved and get the faculty involved, so you know I had been

00:26:51.000 --> 00:27:02.000
trained, really, at that point quite extensively in survey research methodology at the Institute for Social Research, so I had, I had that background.

00:27:02.000 --> 00:27:11.000
And it was, I worked with Professor [name] and a graduate student can't remember his name at this point. But.

00:27:11.000 --> 00:27:16.000
The team also included,

00:27:16.000 --> 00:27:33.000
Because we were also doing Zimbabwe, you know, as kind of a part of it. And so, Dr. Walter Allen was leading that up and then the professor there, because I think CAAS already had a relationship with the University of Zimbabwe and kind of combining those

00:27:33.000 --> 00:27:38.000
two. But Dr. Santoli.

00:27:38.000 --> 00:27:54.000
He was a professor in the Department of Political Science, political administrative Studies at the University of Zimbabwe. And Dr Gemadari Kamara, who I knew very well and know his wife very well, we danced in [inaudible] Congo together.

00:27:54.000 --> 00:28:14.000
Hello. So, Gemadari was involved and Dr. Phil Bowman was involved as well. So, part of it was, you know, just seeing what's the capacity and trying to do something that we could do.

00:28:14.000 --> 00:28:20.000
So it was with the students. but I remember I went to the

00:28:20.000 --> 00:28:22.000
insane.

00:28:22.000 --> 00:28:24.000
Whatever the National Institute.

00:28:24.000 --> 00:28:44.000
I mean, that's kind of their statistical Institute just see what kind of maps and you know I was used to drawing a sample, probability sample but you know we have to have census tracts we have to have, you know, maps and to what extent they have that and

00:28:44.000 --> 00:28:49.000
it was very, very basic at that time.

00:28:49.000 --> 00:28:54.000
So it was an incredible experience for me.

00:28:54.000 --> 00:28:55.000
I write something that.

00:28:55.000 --> 00:28:58.000
At that time I was a strict vegetarian.

00:28:58.000 --> 00:29:00.000
I was a woman.

00:29:00.000 --> 00:29:03.000
I did not have my PhD at that time.

00:29:03.000 --> 00:29:07.000
But I was working with a male, man.

00:29:07.000 --> 00:29:11.000
professor.

00:29:11.000 --> 00:29:18.000
Okay, but I knew the survey research, and this was new to him.

00:29:18.000 --> 00:29:40.000
And I had gotten funding from the Vice President of Research at Michigan and I think CAAS and I even got from like this society for social issues, some professional society that I don't even remember at this point.

00:29:40.000 --> 00:29:55.000
So I've gotten about $6,000 to do this project. So, I mean I had some grant money, but we didn't have money to pay. We should have maybe.

00:29:55.000 --> 00:30:02.000
Professor [name] and the student but then I have to pay so it was, it was a very interesting.

00:30:02.000 --> 00:30:07.000
I was young, you know, position to be in.

00:30:07.000 --> 00:30:19.000
And I should also say this was my first trip to Africa, so I came with all these expectations and basically early on I was told, well, you're an American.

00:30:19.000 --> 00:30:23.000
No,

00:30:23.000 --> 00:30:29.000
I’m African American, I said no. And so we had these debates, really.

00:30:29.000 --> 00:30:40.000
And it was very surprising, but that look, you have benefited from the American system and

00:30:40.000 --> 00:30:48.000
not only that, you walk like an American you talk like an American, everybody could see me coming. This is an American.

00:30:48.000 --> 00:31:00.000
So, it was just very very challenging, very rewarding, very,

00:31:00.000 --> 00:31:14.000
You know a lot of learning and I think you really learn the most when you're challenged in that way. I mean, as another quick story as a part of this time I was there.

00:31:14.000 --> 00:31:19.000
Professor [name] it took, it was a small group of us that went to this fishing village.

00:31:19.000 --> 00:31:20.000
Great.

00:31:20.000 --> 00:31:29.000
Learning, seeing something new, blah, blah, blah, and from this village they were going to go to another village, to get fish, they need, you know to for food and.

00:31:29.000 --> 00:31:32.000
And there was this French guy.

00:31:32.000 --> 00:31:34.000
Also with this group of white guy.

00:31:34.000 --> 00:31:41.000
And I was told, well the two, the two yo Vols, the two white people.

00:31:41.000 --> 00:31:49.000
The French guy and me, needed to stay, not go with them because it would increase the price of the fish.

00:31:49.000 --> 00:31:54.000
And it's like,

00:31:54.000 --> 00:31:58.000
What? I'm with the white guy? 

00:31:58.000 --> 00:32:18.000
were just very interested, you know, for lack of better words, contention. I mean some of the issues around Africanist and African American. I think I just wanted to ask, by we'll just follow up to that question, do you think, I mean if you look back now, over time, were you not finally accepted in those cultures?

00:32:25.000 --> 00:32:35.000
I you know, I felt, I felt accepted. Okay, but not as,

00:32:35.000 --> 00:32:55.000
you know, a lot of African Americans go to Africa. I'm going home, I'm going you know my brothers and sisters, so yes brothers and sisters, but I'm not in their ethnic group, and I could see, yeah I'm an American right and so I could see that, so I had,

00:32:55.000 --> 00:33:06.000
I've always had fabulous experiences, wherever I've gone, you know with the relationships of folks, and I think it's the attitude you go with. That's true.

00:33:06.000 --> 00:33:11.000
Yeah. In fact, in that orientation.

00:33:11.000 --> 00:33:26.000
I don't know what I was, what I said and what I was supposed to be talking about. But, the last part of the orientation. I was speaking on creating positive energy for a positive experience.

00:33:26.000 --> 00:33:33.000
You know, so I really think it's,

00:33:33.000 --> 00:33:37.000
I remember when I was at the women's conference in Kenya.

00:33:37.000 --> 00:33:53.000
Oh God, there was some African American women who were just complaining, complaining and complaining, you know, and it's like, because things weren't what they were used to. What they're expecting, or what they're used to.

00:33:53.000 --> 00:34:00.000
And it's like, okay, hold up. You didn't come here to have the exact same experience.

00:34:00.000 --> 00:34:10.000
You know one quick story about South Africa. So, I

00:34:10.000 --> 00:34:13.000
had the party, the party was in ’82.

00:34:13.000 --> 00:34:26.000
But I started researching, that this other the POW program, and there was just a real heavy antiwar sentiment at the time when I was part of that program.

00:34:26.000 --> 00:34:36.000
So, in ’82, there were things at some campuses but there wasn't a huge

00:34:36.000 --> 00:34:59.000
feeling nationally, you know about the anti apartheid movement. So, but at Thanksgiving in 1984. When Randall Robinson, Mary Frances Barry, Walter Fontan Roy and Eleanor Holmes Norton sat in at the South African embassy Thanksgiving night that hit every

00:34:59.000 --> 00:35:11.000
newspaper, you know that these Congress people and these high level officials sat in at the South African embassy so I said oh my gosh, this is it this is the moment for the bracelet program you knows I have to find out.

00:35:11.000 --> 00:35:39.000
Well, anyway, I'm digressing. The point I wanted to make is finally in ’89, I'm Reverend [name] from Hartford Memorial Baptist Church invited me to take from the church to South Africa for the unveiling of his mother's tombstone.

00:35:39.000 --> 00:35:52.000
And ’89, I had been so many, so many places, it's like I there's no way I could afford to go to South Africa.

00:35:52.000 --> 00:36:02.000
After I had been in Geneva, Kenya, to the Barbados, Trinidad, you know.

00:36:02.000 --> 00:36:16.000
So actually I got, I was able to get funding, really quickly from the World Council of Churches and the National Council of Churches to interview the families of the life prisoners in South Africa, so I went in ’89.

00:36:16.000 --> 00:36:29.000
But I was telling someone something that okay this is apartheid, you know, this is ’89. Right. Yeah.

00:36:29.000 --> 00:36:36.000
And, I was living with a family in Pikeville in Soweto.

00:36:36.000 --> 00:36:42.000
And, you know, within the first week.

00:36:42.000 --> 00:36:46.000
I went to a wedding.

00:36:46.000 --> 00:36:49.000
You know and like a celebration.

00:36:49.000 --> 00:36:55.000
And it was so it was like, you know, it’s apartheid

00:36:55.000 --> 00:37:02.000
So humanity, and you know people's life went on, even under this oppressive

00:37:02.000 --> 00:37:17.000
regime and situation and under apartheid, and and it's sometimes you don't hear about that that yeah people still got married, people still fell in love, people still, while they're getting shot, they're doing this you know the camp phone these other things.

00:37:17.000 --> 00:37:32.000
Oh, you know just sometimes it's the experience of going that, you could read, I mean I've read so much you know about, you know, I've gone to all the conferences.

00:37:32.000 --> 00:37:36.000
But when you go.

00:37:36.000 --> 00:37:40.000
In fact, Delappo, I have an example for you.

00:37:40.000 --> 00:37:48.000
While I was at the World Council of Churches, so I finally worked at the World Council of Churches program to combat racism for four years.

00:37:48.000 --> 00:37:52.000
And we were asked.

00:37:52.000 --> 00:37:59.000
Gosh, how can I forget his name.

00:37:59.000 --> 00:38:09.000
[name] was a leader in, in most up in Ogoni land near Port Harcourt.

00:38:09.000 --> 00:38:20.000
And in the oil producing area, you know, that evolved and so he had requested that the

00:38:20.000 --> 00:38:24.000
I’m gonna, oh gosh.

00:38:24.000 --> 00:38:33.000
He had requested the World Council of Churches to come and look at the situation. I'm just trying to think what the point I was trying to make.

00:38:33.000 --> 00:38:37.000
So I went, Nigeria.

00:38:37.000 --> 00:38:46.000
Oh, there are a lot of stories of, you know, guns drawn going under a botches regime,

00:38:46.000 --> 00:38:48.000
or listen to a young man.

00:38:48.000 --> 00:38:56.000
I'm sure you were you were even born when he died or something.

00:38:56.000 --> 00:39:04.000
So that was you're talking about the South African experience of the reality being that people's lives. Go on. Yeah.

00:39:04.000 --> 00:39:29.000
Well lives go on, but just the whole issue of being on the ground and seen being on the ground. So, so there's a whole story, how we smuggled and got into undercover into the land, but I'm seeing from some environmental devastation from 1970 and seeing

00:39:29.000 --> 00:39:39.000
it in ’97, 1997,

00:39:39.000 --> 00:39:48.000
it was a whole different thing and then also understanding how the pipeline's

00:39:48.000 --> 00:39:59.000
functioned in Nigeria, how they would have to go through Ogoni land so even though they had stopped, allegedly stopped pumping oil from Ogoni land.

00:39:59.000 --> 00:40:10.000
They were bringing oil from other places, still going through Ogoni land. So, there was definitely still opportunity for

00:40:10.000 --> 00:40:17.000
oil spills, and other things and you couldn't really see it you couldn't

00:40:17.000 --> 00:40:31.000
comprehend fully without being there, you know the other thing, all these billions of dollars of oil pumped out of a Ogoni land, and the gas stations.

00:40:31.000 --> 00:40:33.000
They didn't have electricity.

00:40:33.000 --> 00:40:42.000
So you are your hand pumping gas to put in a big container to put in a smaller container to put in your car.

00:40:42.000 --> 00:40:58.000
After billions of dollars have been taken out of, out of the out of that region, and the shell complex so this community didn't have electricity. The shell complex, you know, we were driving at night.

00:40:58.000 --> 00:41:01.000
All these lights.

00:41:01.000 --> 00:41:20.000
Across the street, dark. You know, and so sometimes I'm like I want to get on a plane and go somewhere right now. You know unless you're there to really talk and experience you miss you, miss certain things.

00:41:20.000 --> 00:41:28.000
Yeah, thank you so much. I really relate to some of those things. Before I asked the next what's POW again.

00:41:28.000 --> 00:41:34.000
Oh prisoners of war and missing in action. Oh, yeah.

00:41:34.000 --> 00:41:38.000
We're prisoners of war or missing in action, for the Vietnam War.

00:41:38.000 --> 00:41:50.000
Right. So in the context of the South Africa bracelet program that you were, that you were running was that political prisoners or MK people missing or.

00:41:50.000 --> 00:42:03.000
I had to think how am I going to do this, and I couldn't do like everybody in prison, or everybody missing.

00:42:03.000 --> 00:42:10.000
And so it's really talking with AMC and SWAPO that

00:42:10.000 --> 00:42:19.000
we came up with, you know, we couldn't even do all prisoners because people were being arrested and released all the time, you know, yeah.

00:42:19.000 --> 00:42:33.000
In a national defense and aid fund, there was a fabulous newsletter. And so it was going to be easier to follow what's happening with the light, the prisoners sentenced to life.

00:42:33.000 --> 00:42:42.000
At 85, they were like, 44, send his life on Robben Island, and eight.

00:42:42.000 --> 00:42:56.000
About 18 of those were Namibian prisoners who had been loan and put on trial in South Africa and imprisoned on Robben Island, right, because the party government occupied Namibia as well.

00:42:56.000 --> 00:43:05.000
Southwest Africa. Right, right. Makes sense. And I don't know if I told you here or I was talking with a colleague earlier.

00:43:05.000 --> 00:43:27.000
And 2015 was the 30th anniversary of the release of those Namibian prisoners so we started this bracelet program, March, 1985, but by November, those 18, who had been in prison for quite a while we're releasing so in 2015.

00:43:27.000 --> 00:43:37.000
I contacted my friends in Namibia saying “hey oh what are you going to do for the 30th anniversary of the release of the Namibian prisoners.”

00:43:37.000 --> 00:43:44.000
I don't know of anything, I don't know, I don't know. So I said, Oh no, We have to do something so within a month.

00:43:44.000 --> 00:43:56.000
We got this program together that really turned out to be fabulous. I forgot the name it's the national independence. museum I think in vindaloo.

00:43:56.000 --> 00:44:07.000
We had 200 people there, or this program commemoration, and I had put in a nice frame something.

00:44:07.000 --> 00:44:19.000
The actual bracelets of the 18. And, you know, because we had a information booklet also about political prisoners the main, the purity laws they were tried under blah blah blah.

00:44:19.000 --> 00:44:28.000
So I presented that to the director of the museum and then that's a part of the

00:44:28.000 --> 00:44:38.000
Museum at this point you know hey there was this bracelet program. Hey all these Americans and other folks were aware you know wore bracelets and wrote, you know, two people.

00:44:38.000 --> 00:44:47.000
There's a whole story about [inaudible] Oh, we have time we'll get to it.

00:44:47.000 --> 00:44:48.000
Yeah.

00:44:48.000 --> 00:45:05.000
I think we want to really hear a little bit more about the study abroad and I think when you're talking about you taking some students have some access to the study abroad programs, did you have a take U-M students to study abroad to study abroad program

00:45:05.000 --> 00:45:08.000
while you were at U-M.

00:45:08.000 --> 00:45:21.000
Okay, I won't say, I took them because I wasn't in charge, so for Dr. Nisha Hanif, her program included a huge,

00:45:21.000 --> 00:45:40.000
Maybe 20 students, so students went, I mean that was the main purpose, there were some faculty who went, but it was mainly, it was a student abroad. And then for the, what was it the ’88 West African study abroad that was, that was for students.

00:45:40.000 --> 00:45:50.000
Yeah. Okay, so just a follow up to that, I think what would you think impact was for students going over Africa, how did that impact your learning experience.

00:45:50.000 --> 00:46:10.000
Overall, or the educational and you know karaoke pursuits and like, okay, I can't speak to really can't speak to anyone because either place. I really wasn't there for the West African study abroad and hey, if somewhere in your archives or files.

00:46:10.000 --> 00:46:17.000
There was a pre, I created this pre tour evaluation and post tour.

00:46:17.000 --> 00:46:27.000
Oh yeah, I think it would be great because it would get at some of those things in terms of their experiences, and

00:46:27.000 --> 00:46:38.000
so much about Counsel of church members to them and you got funding you got about taking some students from the Baptist Church to some part in Africa, did you go with the students or did you did not.

00:46:38.000 --> 00:46:42.000
Okay, okay. So, for the funding I got from the.

00:46:42.000 --> 00:46:46.000
Okay, so we're fighting two different things.

00:46:46.000 --> 00:47:02.000
[name] was trying to take some people from his church to go to South Africa have really happened when he invited me to go and I said I don’t have any money.

00:47:02.000 --> 00:47:14.000
Oh, try to get some money from World Council of Churches and national Council of Churches, so I was able to get funding to go, but I could. And that's how I went to South Africa.

00:47:14.000 --> 00:47:20.000
I mean, I did go to the unveiling and I was staying with Reverend’s relatives.

00:47:20.000 --> 00:47:34.000
There, but I'm thinking, many delegations because I was very involved in the United Nations, the World Summit on sustainable development in the World Conference, against racism.

00:47:34.000 --> 00:47:46.000
So, we did preparatory meetings in various countries, and took delegations to the World Conference.

00:47:46.000 --> 00:48:03.000
I was around the students who went to the study abroad in Barbados, and I could just say I'm a firm believer in international experience. I think it is.

00:48:03.000 --> 00:48:11.000
I think it's like should be a requirement for all undergrad and graduate students if they haven't gone before.

00:48:11.000 --> 00:48:15.000
I think, but just FYI.

00:48:15.000 --> 00:48:31.000
I definitely want to do a creative study abroad, looking at African Americans and living abroad so go to countries to meet with African Americans there and look at the contributions African Americans have made.

00:48:31.000 --> 00:48:34.000
So yeah, I think.

00:48:34.000 --> 00:48:40.000
I think it's essential. I think it's essential and so I hope DAAS is doing some.

00:48:40.000 --> 00:48:43.000
Are you guys still doing study abroad programs?

00:48:43.000 --> 00:48:50.000
Yes I believed, not not at the moment because of the pandemic. It's been.

00:48:50.000 --> 00:49:04.000
From what I understand, DAAS is having to do some restructuring around study abroad because, given the pandemic, the regulations are so much more rigid than they were previously so.

00:49:04.000 --> 00:49:17.000
So part of actually yeah part of what I, it's great to hear this from you because part of what I want to do with this project is also help Matthew Countryman to make a case for why study abroad is so important.

00:49:17.000 --> 00:49:34.000
And, and, and doing it in the way that you described in this way that that is sensitive and help students navigate, both commonalities and differences that they might encounter with people in, on the ground in different countries so yeah, so I think

00:49:34.000 --> 00:49:39.000
that your experiences are so, so vital and so interesting.

00:49:39.000 --> 00:49:50.000
But yeah I mean I think they were even then, there's been research and literature on

00:49:50.000 --> 00:49:55.000
role of international experience on the development of leaders.

00:49:55.000 --> 00:50:00.000
So, Yeah, in this in a 21st century.

00:50:00.000 --> 00:50:06.000
It's not do one you need to do two study abroads.

00:50:06.000 --> 00:50:13.000
Yeah. And it would be great if, for I don't I don't know if

00:50:13.000 --> 00:50:27.000
I don't know if undergrad students would have this maybe graduate students but you know even funds for students. Hey, I have an idea. I want to do this, you know, funds available so they could do their own.

00:50:27.000 --> 00:50:43.000
I've done 50 million of those, just hey, I gotta go check this out. You know, that actually brings me to my next question I was going to ask you like how that this international experience how do they impact your own career pursuits I mean I've heard a lot

00:50:43.000 --> 00:50:55.000
of that and you know perhaps you've been speaking, you know, over the course of the interview but, you know, in concise and precise words, how has that shaped your pursuits or particularly where you at right now?

00:50:55.000 --> 00:51:06.000
Of course that’s the first part of the question. The second part is, if you had to look back now. I mean, what would you do differently in some of the study abroad programs?

00:51:06.000 --> 00:51:20.000
Well, what would you. Did you think you checked all the boxes on if not how would you approach it better in, you know, coming there? Yes, or tell younger ones like we proposing study abroad programs for, you know, scholars and students.

00:51:20.000 --> 00:51:25.000
What advice would you tell them, like this is the way you should do it and do it this way?

00:51:25.000 --> 00:51:32.000
Okay, I think three questions. So you have to remind me. Okay, so the first one.

00:51:32.000 --> 00:51:55.000
It has impacted every, every part of my life, you know, international experience, the, even how people view me, you know it's like, oh, she's, she's the global person, you know, she's the international person.

00:51:55.000 --> 00:52:05.000
I created for the bracelet program and then again, like for real organization, International possibilities unlimited.

00:52:05.000 --> 00:52:08.000
One it embodies who I am.

00:52:08.000 --> 00:52:27.000
It's my spirit, but then also I firmly believe social justice issues can be solved, but it needs an international perspective, it influenced you know I was never interested in an MBA.

00:52:27.000 --> 00:52:39.000
So I ran IPU, international possibilities and unlimited and that's when we did a lot of work with the, with the UN and the World Conference racism.

00:52:39.000 --> 00:52:39.000
But I was pretty successful raising money.

00:52:39.000 --> 00:53:03.000
But I was pretty successful raising money. But I felt I needed more management skills to really run this organization or, and that a lot of nonprofits, really need that I could benefit from using some business type approaches to how you run things.

00:53:03.000 --> 00:53:09.000
So I saw various people wanted to, said I should get an MBA get.

00:53:09.000 --> 00:53:17.000
I'm not interested in regular business stuff, but there was this MBA program at the University of Geneva.

00:53:17.000 --> 00:53:21.000
And it was specializing in international organizations.

00:53:21.000 --> 00:53:23.000
That's it.

00:53:23.000 --> 00:53:29.000
So I loved Geneva, I loved working at the World Council of Churches in Geneva I loved

00:53:29.000 --> 00:53:43.000
You know, working with all those international organization so I did the MBA and I really thought I would get a job, I mean that was my goal to get a job in Geneva that one of these international organizations.

00:53:43.000 --> 00:53:46.000
But my father

00:53:46.000 --> 00:54:04.000
had Alzheimer's, and I had to decide before, Hey, should I do this now? What should I do, and, you know, go ahead and do the MBA. But when I finished. And I was just going to go home put a few things in place but within a week, I knew I would have to move

00:54:04.000 --> 00:54:23.000
back to Los Angeles to assist my parents. So, I got the MBA, then moved back. And so being this very international. I got very local with my family and some work I was doing alright so what was your second question.

00:54:23.000 --> 00:54:30.000
If you remember. The second question is over time like what would you change.

00:54:30.000 --> 00:54:37.000
Like, what do you think would change with the abroad programs.

00:54:37.000 --> 00:54:56.000
Well, I'll answer what would I do differently. Yeah. Study Abroad study abroad programs. Yeah, it's just pitiful that I never learned the language I speak a little French, a little Spanish, but I'm not fluent and to be so International, and not be fluent in

00:54:56.000 --> 00:54:58.000
another language. That's pathetic.

00:54:58.000 --> 00:55:05.000
Thinking about the study abroad.

00:55:05.000 --> 00:55:10.000
Oh and I should say, I never did study abroad, when I was an undergrad.

00:55:10.000 --> 00:55:14.000
And so,

00:55:14.000 --> 00:55:23.000
I had this kind of thing but you know why I think one, not my friends were doing it, I didn't know anybody who was doing it.

00:55:23.000 --> 00:55:32.000
And there was no outreach, nobody at Williams, really said Hey, what about study abroad?

00:55:32.000 --> 00:55:51.000
So I think it's very important, I don't know how it's done now at Michigan, but I think it's really important to just encourage and show the students, especially, you know, especially if they're on scholarship, well that scholarship could go towards

00:55:51.000 --> 00:55:57.000
the study abroad so this will be the cheapest time to have this experience.

00:55:57.000 --> 00:56:06.000
So I think you need that kind of outreach and encouragement that, hey, you know this, this will be good.

00:56:06.000 --> 00:56:16.000
Maybe you guys should do a publication with students who have done study abroad and just highlighting their experiences.

00:56:16.000 --> 00:56:26.000
We are going to be talking to some more recent U-M grads who who did study abroad during their undergrad, right. We were also part of the DAAS community.

00:56:26.000 --> 00:56:30.000
At the same time, so that'll be really interesting to write.

00:56:30.000 --> 00:56:42.000
And I don't know the third one was what was, can I just just two basic questions. Yeah, I guess. Sorry.

00:56:42.000 --> 00:56:46.000
No, go ahead. Go ahead. Okay I had another follow up on that when you, when you finish.

00:56:46.000 --> 00:56:57.000
I think it was like how would you have actually talked about, about what that was more understood and pass but on top of the study abroad program itself like, How can that be improved.

00:56:57.000 --> 00:57:11.000
Is there any room for improvement? With you know I really wasn't because I just participated with the program. I mean, I guess I spoke, but I don't know why, you know, so I wasn't organizing it.

00:57:11.000 --> 00:57:29.000
I think she would know better what what worked, what didn't work. I had a great time. I thought the whole thing I liked. We went to the Caribbean Studies Association Conference, as well as the program she put together.

00:57:29.000 --> 00:57:35.000
Yeah, and then the, the one that I hardly remember West Africa that. Yeah.

00:57:35.000 --> 00:57:53.000
Clearly I was involved but since I didn't go with the students. I don't know what, you know because I'm impressed. What it's like five countries, know, and I don't know how long they were gone, were they gone, the whole or months or so or three months.

00:57:53.000 --> 00:58:09.000
So, because I think they're two models of study abroad at least the traditional model is you go for semester or summer, like a month, whatever, go to one place, study that way.

00:58:09.000 --> 00:58:27.000
International honors program that was out of Boston but then school for international training now runs that program, and I used to work for school for international training has a model they study a, an issue like climate change, and they go to four countries,

00:58:27.000 --> 00:58:35.000
looking comparatively at that one issue. I love that. So that's the kind of model.

00:58:35.000 --> 00:58:39.000
I would use.

00:58:39.000 --> 00:58:48.000
When I organize a study abroad, you know it's more expensive so I, you know, would have to be priced out.

00:58:48.000 --> 00:58:56.000
And so, and then, then maybe you could have different experiences.

00:58:56.000 --> 00:59:06.000
Like, get your toe wet kind of experience, you know, for people really hesitant, maybe somewhere in the Caribbean. Right.

00:59:06.000 --> 00:59:08.000
That's a safe experience.

00:59:08.000 --> 00:59:10.000
And then another level.

00:59:10.000 --> 00:59:19.000
And then maybe this comparative, you know, going all over for people who really feel comfortable. You know, you may also.

00:59:19.000 --> 00:59:38.000
One thing that I had suggested to SIT, or let's say African American students but it may be other students as well. First generation students,

00:59:38.000 --> 00:59:42.000
depending if no one in their family has left the country.

00:59:42.000 --> 00:59:52.000
You probably need an orientation that includes the parents or the sisters or other family members, is a great idea.

00:59:52.000 --> 00:59:53.000
Blaine.

00:59:53.000 --> 01:00:23.000
You know what they’re gonna do with their baby, you know, what’s gonna happen, just really just have a better sense so there's a level of comfort parents that. Okay, now I know what are they going to do in Vanuatu, where is Vanuatu? Almost like an orientation for the parents.

01:00:24.000 --> 01:00:33.000
I'd remember Nisha actually got to this during that interview that a lot of parents were concerned. You're like, would they even have a place to sleep?

01:00:33.000 --> 01:00:47.000
Don’t they sleep in trees over there, so it would make sense to arrange family members as well. You know, and whether it's, I mean it could be in person now everything is zoom and continue.

01:00:47.000 --> 01:01:06.000
I mean, I think sometimes when you're talking about going abroad leaving the country, I think sometimes it needs a little bit more closer relationship and a face to face if possible, would be would be important.

01:01:06.000 --> 01:01:08.000
Yeah.

01:01:08.000 --> 01:01:23.000
I'm aware that we're, we're at 130 So, so it's been so fun talking to you. We can stick around if you have a bit more time but it will start understand if you, if you have other other things you need to get onto.

01:01:23.000 --> 01:01:33.000
Well, I'm, I'm on a roll now so you maybe 45 is fine. Okay, okay. So another 15 minutes or so.

01:01:33.000 --> 01:01:41.000
So, kind of following up on Delappo’s questions. One of the things I was thinking about is, as you were describing your experiences in Benin

01:01:41.000 --> 01:01:52.000
and the kind of having to negotiate, how people perceive you differently from what you, you may have expected.

01:01:52.000 --> 01:02:04.000
So, on the other side of that coin, what were, what would the experiences you found where it okay here's, here's common ground. Here’s a way in which we identify with each other.

01:02:04.000 --> 01:02:12.000
You know, I think, even though we weren't

01:02:12.000 --> 01:02:18.000
like family, family, we were kind of family, so I was very.

01:02:18.000 --> 01:02:32.000
I was very warmly welcomed. You know, so, and I think they were very interested in doing the project. So having that common task.

01:02:32.000 --> 01:02:39.000
I think helped, because then what can focus on something.

01:02:39.000 --> 01:02:47.000
Yeah, I'm building a project together. Yeah, building the project together. I think it definitely helps.

01:02:47.000 --> 01:02:58.000
Because, Professor [name] was here first so there were dinners I had, I had them over my house, you know, we got to know each other here.

01:02:58.000 --> 01:03:08.000
We continue the relationship and then, you know, I was, Yeah, I think it would have helped.

01:03:08.000 --> 01:03:18.000
If somebody told me, You know what, to have talked to me about some of my expectations.
