BLACK STUDIES BEFORE CAAS
The movement for Black Studies at the University of Michigan took place during a period when Civil Rights struggles began to yield major political and legal victories, and hope abounded for Black Americans. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 improved legal protections against discrimination and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 sought to break down barriers to participation in the democratic process for Black Americans and other marginalized groups. Emboldened by these achievements, but recognizing that more progress was needed, Black University of Michigan students and community members demanded that the university recognize Black life on its campus and in its scholarship. 
	In early 1968, University of Michigan undergraduate student Richard Ross, on behalf of the [African American Liberation movement], submitted a list of demands for the creation of an African American history course, which was published by the Michigan Daily.  The demands included a call for the university to recruit more Black faculty and named prominent Black scholars as examples.  The imperative to recognize the value of Black life in America soon took on terrible urgency with the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in April.  A distraught campus mourned en masse and the struggle for Black studies grew. Black students occupied the university’s Flemming Administration Building following the King assassination, where they remained for [days]. As a result of this campaign, prominent historian and author of The Crisis of the Negro Intellectual, Harold Cruse joined the University of Michigan faculty in the fall of 1968.
	Cruse immediately began working with students on their demands for Black Studies at Michigan. By early 1969, the creation of a Black Studies major was well under way. Cruse told the Michigan Daily in February that the program was close to launch, though the program’s emphasis was still being negotiated. Cruse envisioned a program that focused on “the problem of slavery in the United States.” The program was launched in the Fall of 1969, with Cruse serving as director and a two-semester survey course serving as the foundation for the major. More courses were soon added. This program was the hub of Black Studies at the university, until the Black Action Movement once again drew attention to the marginalization of Black students on campus.
