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Lo the past fifty ysars of +he Apelican past radicel voliticar
Ehoughtl and Activity has come o Ba assceiaied Almost axciugively
withh socialism: ghe "idaclegy oif ths werking classes”. And in

CCr = NEQrary American mythaicgy: ideslogy: “thcught”, sociajism
h=2s come to mean “Marxism® zadfor "Communisx®, i,», Farl Marx-
V.I.Lenin, Stalin, Soviet Russia,; "Red China’, totalitarianism,
scies, conspirators, etc, Ths slippage into thesza facile
asscciations has been +rie for acadamics as well as non-academics,

Thus the identification of "radicalism" (A ceorm which can be

taken as meaning either that which is furndamencal and;'or basic,

or that which "is taken te its farthest linith with Marxiem and
Communism has allowed for the develcpment of a sometimes nysteriezl .
counter-ideolcgy as a political movement: anti-Cormunism. A i
pclitical movement, by tre way, which avoids the fundamental.

issues raised by Marxist aralyses ccneoerning bourgzois or Capitalist
society. This political mevement (through which Richard Nixen

ard Robert Kemmnady fict came into national prominence in the lats
'40's and '50's} has largely replaced Zrotestantism and Liberal
Demccracy as one of the resident ideoleogies of American Capitalism.
camgplimenting Capitalism, racism and sexism. For no other reascn
except these relationships, it couyld be anticirated that sore
workers, Blacks {and, cther oppressed ethnics: Chicanos, Pueric-
riqueNcs, eastern and southern Burcpeans, ete.) and women would

be attracted to "Comrunism” as an alternative {see Gabriel Almond's

=he Apwpeals of Commupism).

But there were "other" reasons, reasons which this course is
designed to investigate, The purpes=2 of this course is to recsn-
struct the historic relaticns between the Black hLiberation mcve-
ment {of the 20th century: and the various "Marxisc” criented
organizations, historic relations waiich have bazr of cortinuirg
coacern among students of radical politics, What has Marxisc
meant to the struggle For Black Liberatiun? Indeed, can thare

or skould there be a Biagk Marxist? Thess are sems of the ques -
ticns that will ba critically assess=d in this course, Tt is
heped that such AN aseessment will lead o a fuller understanding
of the necessity for a correct political strategy if Black
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Th2 course will consist of two meetings 2 wask: one 2-~haur
samiray . and one 2-hcur section-discussi~n mseting. A rerm
zapar anrd the discussion sections will be the Frimary evalua-

ting vehicles |an examination is optional Lo the student',
Seminarians:

Harold Cruse, Director, Center for AfroAmerican & African Studies
Ernest Mkalimoto, Instructor, CAAS

Nellie Varner, Director, Affirmative Action Prcgram; Asst, Frof,
of Political Science

C.L.R. James. Caribbean Marxist scholar and ravelutionary

Genrral Organization of seminars:

I. Histeorical development of Black Marzist Thought and Crgani-
zation in America; implications and currents of the contemporary
movement; 3 seminars: Harold Cruse

IX. The Caribbean, PanAfricanism and Marxism: 1 seminar 'weekend):
C.L.R.James

III. International Black Marxzist Elites; 1 seminar: Nellie
Varner

I¥. Black Labor, Black Nationmalism and Marxism; 5 seminers:
Ernest Mkalimoto

V. Summary and Assessment; 1 seminar: Curtis Stckes !Black grad-
uate student, Political Science

Supplementary Readings:

Wilson Receord, The Meqro and the Communisi tarty
Race and Radicalism
William Nolan, American Communism and the MNagro
Thecdocra Draper, American Communism and Spviek Busgia, the Forma-
tive Period
Ihe Reots of American Conmurism
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